Steroid hormone receptors in carcinoma of the cervix: lack of response to an antiestrogen.
Levels of estrogen (ER) and progesterone (PR) receptors were measured in 81 patients with primary cervical cancer. In 10 patients, receptor levels were evaluated before and after a short course of tamoxifen treatment. Fifty-six percent of cervical tumors contained ER, and 58%, PR. Receptor level and expression were not related to any clinical and histological characteristic. Moreover, both survival time and response to neoadjuvant chemotherapy did not correlate with the presence of ER and PR. Tamoxifen treatment did not influence ER and PR levels. Our results suggest that steroid hormone receptors are of little value in the management of cervical cancer, and that in this neoplasia, ER is probably not functional.